Which checklist to use?

1.
2.
3.
4,

No checklist required.

Cohort study checklist

RCT checklist

Case control study checklist

RCT checklist, but omit
questions 2, 3, and 4. Cannot
be higher than 1+ evidence.

Yes

Algorithm for classifying study design for questions of effectiveness

Experimental
study

Interventions/exposures
randomly allocated?

Randomised
Controlled Trial

Individual participants

Randomised?

No Yes
Cluster 3 Individual 3
randomised Randomised
trial trial

Interventions/
exposures?

Did investigator

exposure?

No

5
Non-Randomised
Controlled Trial

Comparison between

assign interventions/

Case control
study

Non-comparative L
Study (case series,
case study)

Observational
study

More than one
group studied?

Exposure and outcome
measured at the
same time

Groups defined
by outcome?

7
Before—After study/
interrupted time series

Cross-sectional
study

Cohort study
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